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Problem / Issues Talked About During the Exchange: 
 
Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities (IPLCs1) are on the front lines 
of climate justice; in addition to experiencing the biophysical stresses of 
climate change, we/they are also facing many costs associated with the 
decarbonization of global economies. 
 
How can the Indigenous and Local Knowledge of Indigenous Peoples 
contribute to innovations for a more equitable energy transition? Our 
research Team addresses this question to develop innovations that can 
transform climate change policy (nationally and globally) and contribute to 
food, water, and land security (i.e., contribute to peace and reduce forced 
mobility). 
 
These stresses for Indigenous populations around the world are growing in 
many parts of the world. Often, it is women and those with physical 
disabilities who are the most significantly impacted. This trend has been 
described as “green colonialism” by Indigenous leaders. Examples include 
lithium and rare earth mineral mining for electric vehicles, flooding, and 
resettlement caused by hydroelectric dam construction. 
 


